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Claims 1-22 have been cancelled. 

23. (CanceDed) 

24. (Cancelled) 

25. (Cancelled) 

26. (CanceUed) 

27. (Cancelled) 

28. (Cancelled) 

29. (Cancelled) 

30. (Cancelled) 

31. (CanceUed) 

32. (Cancelled) 

33. (CanceUed) 

34. (Cancelled) 

35. (Cancelled) 

36. (Cancelled) 

37. (Cancelled) 
38* (Cancelled) 

39. (Cancelled) 

40. (Cancelled) 

41. (CanceUed) 

42. (CanceUed) 

43. (CanceUed) 

44. (CanceUed) 



Schumacher (E) 1734 US - US Patent Application 10/018,979 

Response to Office Action mailed 07/13/2005 submitted by fax on 10/21/2005 



PAGE 4141 • RCVD AT 1001/2005 10:05:55 AM (Eastern Oayagtu Time] * 6VR:U8PTO«FXRf -6/25 ' 0108:2738300 • 0610:5053230865 • DURATION ^nm«s):11-5d 



10/21/2O0S 08:06 FAX 50S323086S M OBERT KESTENBAUM @|00 

Response Under 37 CFR 1 . ) 1 6 
Expedited Procedure 
Examining Group 2837 

45. (Cancelled) 

46. (Cancelled) 

47. (Cunently Amended) Muffler device of a motor vehicle n nonrHinfrtn rUin. Af 
comprisinp: 

, actuator for changing a flow resistance o f exhaust p as es flowing through the nmfflftr<i 
to change the d amping characteristic of th e mufflgr riavir^.^ 

wherein the actuator is provideti in a pine hifafftati o n comprising an inlet and two o..tW«, 
each outfet being connected by a connecting pipe to one of th e muffleni. anH « throuefaflow erns« 
section of the inlet being variab le bv means nf the acfaiator, 

wherein the actuator comprises an active control element and a sep ar ate actuating 
element comprising a low pressure container, a l o w pressure .side of a diaphragm in the low 
pressure container being connected via a control duct to one of a vacuum p u mp and an intalce 
pipe of fte motor vehicle engine, a middle of the f a phraem being connected to the active 
control element, and 

wherein ^ an electromagnetically operable on/ofTvalvo is a 3/2-way valve is arranged 
intheconfrpldncta nd comprises a first connection to one of the intake pipe or [[a]] fee vacuum 
pump, a second connection to the low pressure side of the low pressure container, and a third 
connection to the atmosphere, the first connection being connected to the second connection in a 
first valve position, and the second connection being connected to the third connection in a 
second valve position. 

48. (Cmrently Amended) Muffler device of a motor vehicle nnrnrrtiT.g nin.-^. 71 
comarisiny; 
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two mufflers, and 

an actuator for changng a flow msisfance of eyh«,^ flpwinir thr^,,^ ty.. 
to change the damomp cha^rt eristic of thft n^uffler devire 

wherein the actuator is provided in a nine bifiirc^nT, rn».p nsme an ....i,.. 
each outlet beinp connected hy a cnnnect i n R pjpe to one of the muffl^n: , t hmu^hflow 
section of the inlet beiup varia ble bv means nf the actuator, and 

Wherein the actuator comprises a valve plunger diat is guided, sealingly and displaceably. 
through a sealing plug m a partition of the pipe bifurcation between (he two outlets along an 
axial axis of the inlet, outward as fer as a spring housing containing a spring. 

49. (Cancelled) 

50. (Currently Amended) Muffler device of a motor vehirJi^nr^ mr ^i^j... ^-j^ 
comprising! 

two mufflers, and 

an actuator foT changing a flow resistance of <% x haust cases flow ing ifamuph ihf. Tr,nffl>^ 
to change the damping ch aracteristic of the muffler riftvirj> , 

Wherein the actuator is provided in a nine bifiirr a tion conmrisinp an inlet and two onri^t« 
each 9Wtlet being connffcted by a connecting nine to one p f the mufflers an d a tfaroin^hflnw .mcc 
section of the inlet being v ariable bv means of the actuator, and 

wherein a sealing plug is sealingly received in a hollow-cylindrical housing section of a 
spring housing or of a pressure container or low pressure container, and is secured to the bousing 
section on ^ a partition of the pipe bifurcation . 

51. (Cancelled) 

52. (Cancelled) 
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53. (Cancelled) 

54. (Cancelled) 

55. (CanceUed) 

56. (Cancelled) 

57. (CanceUed) 

58. (Cancelled 

59. (Cancelled) 

60. (Cancelled) 

61. (Cancelled) 

62. (Caacelled) 

63. (Cancelled) 
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